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1	Quine believed that a side effect of the abandonment of the two dogmas of empiricism was a shift to this 
philosophy which held that beliefs were really rules for action. First expounded in “How to [*] Make Our 
Ideas Clear,” in a namesake book, its chief proponent called it “a new name for some old ways of thinking.” 
The Greek word for “action” provides the name of—for 10 points—what American philosophy whose 
adherents included C.S. Peirce and William James?
ANSWER:	pragmatism [accept word forms]

2	Opposed by the Synagogue of the Freedmen, he was accused of blasphemy against God and Moses. When 
brought before the Sanhedrin, his face was said to be like an angel; his speech ended with him calling the 
Sanhedrin [*] “stiff-necked people.” As he was dying, he said “Lord Jesus receive my spirit;” his last words 
were “Lord, do not hold this sin against them.” Acts notes that Saul was there approving the stoning of—for 
10 points—what New Testament figure, the first Christian martyr?
ANSWER:	St. Stephen

3	Independent since 1978, it is comprised of two nearly parallel island chains that converge at San Cristóbal 
Island. Part of the British Commonwealth, this Melanesian group is part of a volcanic arc that extends 
from [*] Papua New Guinea to Vanuatu. Malaita and New Georgia are islands in—for 10 points—what 
southwestern Pacific archipelago, whose capital Honiara is located on Guadalcanal?
ANSWER:	Solomon Islands or the Solomons

4	In 1753 Benedict XIV’s Sollicitae provida set the procedure for additions. The clause donec corrigatur was 
sometimes applied to its members, if they were eligible for [*] revision. Twenty editions of it were created 
before it was abolished by Paul VI in 1966. The Sacred Congregation of the Inquisition created—for 10 
points—what listof “pernicious works” which Catholics were banned from reading?
ANSWER:	Index of Prohibited Books or Index Librorum Prohibitorum

5	A classmate of Orville Wright, he gained the patronage of James Whitcomb Riley with his first collection, 
Oak and Ivy, and William Dean Howells with his second, Majors and Minors. In his poem [*] 
“Sympathy,” he says, “It’s not a carol of joy or glee,/but a prayer that it sends from its heart’s deep core,/a 
plea that upward to heaven it flings.” For 10 points—name this African-American poet of Lyrics of a Lowly 
Life from whom Maya Angelou borrowed the phrase, “I know why the caged bird sings.”
ANSWER:	Paul Laurence Dunbar



6	Developed in 2000 by Nullsoft, it uses five different packet types: ping, pong, query, query hit, and push. 
Its official standard is still 0.4, though achieving a handshake under the outdated standard’s provisions is 
nearly impossible. In 2001 its [*] Limewire client was released as open source. Creating a true peer-to-peer 
file sharing network, and taking its name from the brand name of a chocolate and hazelnut spread is—for 10 
points—what distributed software project, part of the GNU public license?
ANSWER:	Gnutella [noo-TEH-luh]

7	An arbitrator of a border dispute between Venezuela and Great Britain, he was appointed to the Supreme 
Court on the death of justice Morrison Waite. While on the court he presided over the trial of Sheriff 
Joseph Shiff, the only [*] criminal trial in Court’s history. More famous for the opinions written in US v. 
E.C. Knight and Pollock v. Farmers’ Loan and Trust is—for 10 points—which chief justice who also presided 
over Plessy v. Ferguson?
ANSWER:	Melville Weston Fuller

8	An August 2003 article in The Astrophysical Journal indicates the fingerprint of this acid has been found 
in a number of hot molecular cores, strengthening the argument that organic molecules that played a role 
in life on earth originated in space. Typically found in [*] alpha helices and comprising about one-third of 
collagen, it’s the only non-chiral alpha amino acid. For 10 points—name this simplest amino acid, whose “R” 
group is simply a hydrogen atom.
ANSWER:	Glycine [prompt on “G”]

9	The sitting president originally vetoed this bill, calling it a “slave-labor law.” It forbade jurisdictional and 
sympathy [*] strikes, and prohibited political contributions by unions to national elections. Amending the 
Wagner Act, it was designed to correct imbalances in labor-management relations, and let the president call 
an 80-day cooling period to delay strikes that might endanger national security. For 10 points—name this 
law, passed over Truman’s veto in 1947.
ANSWER:	Taft-Hartley Act [accept Labor-Management Relations Act before “labor”]

10	The COCOPA legislation in their native country applies to them; they claim they were victims at the 
Massacre of Acteal, in which the army killed 45 members during a church service. With a motto translated 
as “that’s enough,” this group rose to prominence in 1994 in the wake of [*] NAFTA and advocates rights 
for indigenous Mexicans. Subcomandante Marcos leads—for 10 points—what Mexican revolutionary group, 
based in Chiapas, named for early 20th century revolutionary Emilio?
ANSWER:	Zapatista(s) or Zapatista Army of National Liberation or EZLN or Ejército Zapatista de 
Liberación Nacional

11	In 1962 four scientists discovered the first cosmic X-ray source in this constellation. The location of both 
the Butterfly and Ptolemy Clusters, its alpha star is located near globular cluster M80, between the 
constellations Ophiuchus and [*] Libra. Taking its name from the creature whose action led to Jupiter’s 
killing of Phaeteon, it includes the stars Brachium, Graffias, and Antares. For 10 points—name this zodiac 
constellation said to chase Orion across the heavens.
ANSWER:	Scorpio



12	The Sapphic meter is comprised of a dactyl plus this metrical foot. Plautus and Terence often used it in 
catalectic tetrameter, while Poe employed it in octameter throughout “The [*] Raven.” William Blake used it 
in “The Tyger,” but appended a stressed syllable at the end of each line; Longfellow used in “The Song of 
Hiawatha.” “Total,” “only,” and “motion” are examples of words that use—for 10 points—what metrical foot, 
which consists of a long syllable followed by a short?
ANSWER:	trochee or trochaic

13	With a density of about 13 grams per cubic centimeter, it has a radius of about 1300 kilometers. It is 
believed to have an isotropic upper part and an an-isotropic lower part, and to rotate just slightly 
faster—about two degrees per year more—than the [*] rest of the planet. Believed to consist of a single, 
rotating crystal of iron, this is—for 10 points—what centermost layer of the Earth?
ANSWER:	inner core [prompt on “core” before “1300”]

14	During its action, Vassily Zaitsev may have killed as many as 300 Germans, including 40 in three days. 
Operations Uranus and Neptune were counter-offenses launched against the armies of Friedrich von [*] 
Paulus who eventually surrendered his troops despite an order by Hitler not to do so. The situation for 
which Stalin issued his “Not another step back” order—for 10 points—name this battle in which the 
Germans unsuccessful tried to take a city located on the confluence of the Don and Volga. 
ANSWER:	Battle of Stalingrad

15	Completed in 1943, its creator said he was aiming for “construction through . . . dynamic rhythm” while still 
adhering to his aesthetic doctrine of Neo-Plasticism. At the upper left a [*] yellow square sits atop a red 
square which is atop a blue triangle; unlike the artist’s earlier works, this work contains no black, and bars, 
once uniform, have become multicolored. For 10 points—name this Mondrian work, inspired by  New 
York City, which takes its name from a form of music. 
ANSWER:	Broadway Boogie Woogie

16	In an autobigraphical work, he represented himself as Kaname, who struggles with westernization and 
abandons all modernism after sleeping with his father’s mistress. The namesake of an annual award given 
for Japanese literary achievement, his masterpiece considers a Taming of the Shrew-like scenario in which 
Taeko cannot be [*] married until a mate is found for her older sister. For 10 points—name this author of 
The Makioka Sisters and Some Prefer Nettles.
ANSWER:	Tanizaki Jun’ichiro

17	His affair with the widow Ms. Judique leads him into her circle of Bohemian friends. However, his wife’s 
illness brings him back to the Booster’s Club, convinces him to join the [*] Good Citizen’s League, and 
eventually results in his public criticism of Senecca Doane. His personality change begins when he hears that 
his friend Paul Riesling has shot his wife Zilla. For 10 points—name this title character of a Sinclair Lewis 
work, a real-estate agent from Zenith.
ANSWER:	George Babbitt [prompt on “George”]



18	Gina Marie Santore called him “very kind” and “very gentle” after their recent first date. Looking for a 
woman”fearless in her desire for [*] peace in the world and for universal, single-payer health care and a full 
employment economy,” this chairman of the Congressional Progressive Caucus is also looking to get the US 
out of, and the UN into, Iraq. Advocating the formation of a Department of Peace, this is—for 10 
points—what 2004 Presidential candidate once known as the “Boy Mayor” who bankrupted Cleveland?   
ANSWER:	Dennis Kucinich

19	They can only form above the Krafft temperature and above a critical concentration. In concentrated 
solutions, they can stack in hexagonal arrays called lyotropic mesomorphs, or liquid crystalline phases. 
Their formation is usually endothermic with a positive change in [*] entropy. Their interiors consist of 
hydrophobic hydrocarbon tails, while hydrophilic groups cluster to form a spherical outer surface. For 10 
points—name these colloid-sized clusters of surfactant molecules that solubilize hydrophobic molecules.
ANSWER:	micelles [prompt on “lipid bilayer”; do not prompt on “membrane”]

20	In the 1800s this word’s original meaning became synonymous with a Gladstone bag; in 2002 it was 
extended to describe films such as 1993’s Twenty Bucks and 1994’s Four Rooms. Taken from the Old 
French for “to carry a [*] cloak,” this word, once used to describe a large leather traveling case with halves 
connected by a hinge, was used to describe words coined in 1872 in Lewis Carroll’s “Jabberwocky.” For 10 
points—name this class of words, such as blaxploitation and chortle, formed from two other words.
ANSWER:	portmanteau 

21	The consort of both Maria Luisa of Savoy and Isabella Farnese, he helped his Bourbon relatives make 
territorial gains in the Wars of the Polish and [*] Austrian Successions. Abdicating the throne in favor his 
son Louis, he regained the throne less than a year later when Louis died. For 10 points—name this grandson 
of Louis XIV and greatgrandson of Spain’s Philip IV, whose ascension to the Spanish throne was guaranteed 
by the Peace of Utrecht. 
ANSWER:	Philip V or Philippe, duke of Anjou

22	Her 1992 book Systems of Survival discusses the morality of work. Toronto, where she resides, recently 
created a prize in her name to honor citizens who contribute to that city’s vitality. A PBS documentary on 
New York City history highlighted her battles with Robert Moses over the [*] Lower Manhattan 
Expressway. For 10 points—name this author of city-planning books including The Economy of Cities and 
The Death and Life of Great American Cities.
ANSWER:	Jane Jacobs



BONI

1	The Beatles helped revolutionize medical imaging. 10 points each.
[10]	This company which produced the Beatles’ albums used their sales revenues to fund research and 
development of a new imaging modality.
	ANSWER:	EMI or Electrical and Musical Industries, Ltd.
[10]	A share of the 1979 Nobel Prize in Medicine was awarded to an EMI scientist for the creation of this 
imaging technique.
	ANSWER:	CT or CAT or compute(rize)d (axial) tomography
[10]	This EMI scientist shared the prize with Alan Cormack; his name is given to the amount of contrast in CT 
scans.
	ANSWER:	Godfrey N. Houhnsfield

2	Some literary characters have rather prosaic names. 10 points each.
[10]	He is the narrator of Thornton Wilder’s Our Town.
	ANSWER:	Stage Manager
[10]	This is the messenger who informs Vladimir and Estragon that Mr. Godot won’t be coming tonight, but will 
be coming tomorrow night.
	ANSWER:	A Boy [accept Un Garçon]
[10]	In “The Overcoat,” Akaky seeks the help of this man to retrieve his stolen property. 
	ANSWER:	A Person of Consequence [or A Man of Consequence]

3	Name these characters from The Faerie Queene, 10 points each.
[10]	At the end of book one, this character who turns out to be St. George is married to Una. 
	ANSWER:	Red Crosse Knight
[10]	This chaste female warrior, the hero of book three, searches for her future husband, Arthegall, whom she 
saw in a vision through a magic mirror.
	ANSWER:	Britomart
[10]	“Nature’s knight,” this half-human, half-goat creature aides the protagonists in books one and three.
	ANSWER:	Satyrane

4	Name these artists with something in common, 10 points each.
[10]	The term “fLtes galantes” [fet guh-LONT] was applied to works, such asEmbarkation for Cythara, by this 
Rococo artist.
	ANSWER:	(Jean-)Antoine Watteau
[10]	This Symbolist poet, inspired by Watteau, published a collection of songs entitled FLtes galantes.
	ANSWER:	Paul(-Marie) Verlaine
[10]	This impressionist composer set Verlaine’s FLtes galantes to music.
	ANSWER:	(Achille-)Claude Debussy

5	He was called the “Gendarme of Europe.” 10 points each.
[10]	Name this husband of Princess Charlotte of Prussia, who became Russian tsar in 1825 on the death of his 
brother. 
	ANSWER:	Nicholas I
[10]	Shortly after his ascension, Nicholas was the subject of this uprising which favored the ascension of 
Nicholas’s brother Constantine. 
	ANSWER:	Decembrist (or December) Uprising
[10]	Nicholas created this agency to conduct secret police operations and ensure political stability. It was 
originally headed by Count Benckendorff; it was abolished by Alexander II. 
	ANSWER:	Third Department or Tretye Otdeleniye

6	They relate temperature, pressure, and volume of a substance or mixture. 10 points each.
[10]	Name this class of equations, which includes the ideal gas law.
	ANSWER:	equations of state or state equations
[10]	One equation of state adds to the ideal gas law this type of factor, represented by the letter Z, which can 
represent a repulsive force if molecules are pushed too closely together.
	ANSWER:	compressibility factor
[10]	Introduced in 1976, this equation of state is typically used for petroleum fractions. Its parameters can be 
expressed in terms of critical properties and the eccentric factor. 
	ANSWER:	Peng-Robinson equation

7	After it was subjugated in the 1st century BC, it was divided into Narbonensis, Lugdunensis, and Aquitania. 
10 points each.
[10]	Name this region, which had sacked Rome under Brennus around 390 BC.
	ANSWER:	Gaul or Gallia [do not prompt on “France”]
[10]	Caesar’s 46 BC triumph over Gaul followed the defeat of this Arverni chieftain at the battle of Alesia.
	ANSWER:	Vercingetorix
[10]	Roman rule over Gaul ended with the defeat of this Roman governor by the Franks in 486.
	ANSWER:	Syagrius

8	Name these folks from Roanoke, 10 points each.
[10]	This half brother of Sir Walter Raleigh obtained the first English patent to start a colony. He was lost at sea 
trying to return from Newfoundland.
	ANSWER:	Sir Humphry Gilbert
[10]	She was the first English child born in Roanoke.
	ANSWER:	Virginia Dare
[10]	The leader of the Fourth Expedition and Virginia’s grandfather, this watercolor painter left the Roanoke 
group and found nothing when he returned with supplies.
	ANSWER:	John White

9	Identify these adjectives from topology, 10 points each.
[10]	It is possible to find a bijective mapping between this type of set and the set of natural numbers.
	ANSWER:	countable or countably infinite
[10]	For this type of subset A of a topological space X, the only closed subset of X that contains A is X itself.
	ANSWER:	dense
[10]	This type of topological space has a subset that is both countable and dense.
	ANSWER:	separable

10	Name these related anthropological finds, 10 points each.
[10]	To accomodate a mandible and fragmentary cranial vault which came to be called Olduvai Hominid 7, Louis 
Leakey chose to lower a minimum cranial standard to 680 cc to fit this species.
	ANSWER:	Homo habilis
[10]	Eugene Dubois and Davisson Black are responsible for finds of this species in Indonesia and China, 
respectively.
	ANSWER:	Homo erectus
[10]	Scientists chose to name this new species as an intermediary between erectus and habilis. The distinction 
between this species, which includes the nearly complete “Turkana” boy skeleton, and the later erectus is 
based partially on the lack of an obvious sulcus.
	ANSWER:	Homo ergaster

11	They are generally canopies placedover an altar. 10 points each.
[10]	Name this type of free-standing structure.
	ANSWER:	baldachin(o) or baldacchino 
[10]	In 1623 Maffeo Barberini commissioned this artist to complete a baldacchino for St. Peter’s.
	ANSWER:	Gian Lorenzo Bernini
[10]	Another famous baldachin is the one decorated for this church. The canopy sits atop columns decorated 
with 11th-century reliefs, and hangs over the Golden Pall part of the loot brought back in 1204 by Enrico 
Dandolo.
	ANSWER:	St. Mark’s Cathedral (or Basilica) or Basilica di San Marco 
[Barberini was Pope Urban VIII; Dandolo was the doge who undertook the Fourth Crusade.]

12	Known for their critical theory of society, Gyorgy Lukacs accussed them of suffering from “Grand Hotel” 
syndrome. 10 points each.
[10]	Name this philosophical group, headed by Max Horkheimer, based at the Institute for Social Research.
	ANSWER:	Frankfurt school 
[10]	This “Father of the New Left,” and a member of the Frankfurt school, tried to synthesize Marxism, 
phenomenology, and existentialism.
	ANSWER:	Herbert Marcuse
[10]	Marcuse’s attempt at A Philosophical Inquiry into Freud, this work claims that we desire destruction 
because death equals the quiet of complete satisfaction. 
	ANSWER:	Eros and Civilization

13	He wrote over 130 dime novels describing how down-and-out boys achieved the American dream through 
hard work and determination. 10 points each.
[10]	Name this Massachusetts native.
	ANSWER:	Horatio Alger, Jr.
[10]	Alger’s most famous protagonist was this title character of a work subtitled “Street Life in New York with 
the Bootblacks.”
	ANSWER:	Ragged Dick
[10]	This Nathanael West novel satirizes Alger’s work, centering on the pathetic Ragged-Dick like hero Lemuel 
Pitkin. 
	ANSWER:	A Cool Million

14	“The laissez-faire doctrine is a gospel of inaction, the scientific creed is stuck with sterility, the policy of 
resigning all into the hands of Nature is a surrender.” 10 points each.
[10]	So wrote this American social scientist in the 1884 paper “Mind as a Social Factor.” He wrote the textbook 
Dynamic Sociology and was a proponent of the theory of “social telesis.”
	ANSWER:	Lester Ward
[10]	Ward was speaking out against the theories of this American social darwinist.
	ANSWER:	William Graham Sumner
[10]	Ward presented the paper to this informal weekly philosophical meeting whose participants included Oliver 
Wendell Holmes and William James. Louis Menand won a Pultizer Prize for documenting its influence. 
	ANSWER:	Metaphysical Club 

15	Stephen Hawking loves to make bets. 10 points each.
[10]	In 1975 Hawking bet Kip Thorne a subscription to Penthouse that a mystery object of this constellation with 
alpha star Deneb would turn out to be a black hole. Hawking lost.
	ANSWER:	Cygnus
[10]	In 1991 Hawking lost to Thorne again, this time $140 and a T-shirt “embroidered with a suitable 
concessionary message,” that this type of astronomical anomaly, lacking an event horizon, could not exist.
	ANSWER:	naked singularity [prompt on partial answers] 
[10]	In December 2000, Hawking bet Gordon Kane $100 that this particle thought to give mass to all particles 
would not be discovered in the Fermilab Tevatron; this bet has yet to be resolved. 
	ANSWER:	Higgs boson



16	Answer these questions about the late John Ritter, 10 points each.
[10]	One of Ritter’s first roles was as Reverend Matthew Fordwick in an episode of which series?
	ANSWER:	The Waltons
[10]	Ritter voiced the title character of this animated children’s series based on books by Norman Bridwell?
	ANSWER:	Clifford the Big Red Dog [prompt on partial answers]
[10]	The Ritter name lives on: Ritter’s son Scott can be seen on which freshman CBS drama?
	ANSWER:	Joan of Arcadia

17	The title character is the son of John de Boundys, deprived of his inheritance by his brother, who becomes 
an outlaw in the forest. 10 points each.
[10]	Name this anonymous 14th-century English romance related to the Robin Hood tale.
	ANSWER:	The Tale of Gamelyn
[10]	The Tale of Gamelyn is the basis of which of the Canterbury Tales?
	ANSWER:	“The Cook’s Tale”
[10]	Shakespeare used the Tale of Gamelyn as the basis for this play, but added such characters as Touchstone 
and Le Beau to facilitate a parody of the original.
	ANSWER:	As You Like It

18	Answer these questions about siblings from Greek mythology, 10 points per part.
[10]	Which twin sons of Leda married the daughters of Leucippus and kidnapped Aethra, the mother of 
Theseus?
	ANSWER:	Castor and Pollux [or Polydeuces] [accept the Dioscuri]
[10]	Which sons of Oreithyia rescued Phineas from the Harpies?
	ANSWER:	Calais and Zetes or the Boreads
[10]	Euneus and Thoas, the sons of Queen Hypsipyle, were fathered by Jason when the Argonauts stopped in 
which kingdom?
	ANSWER:	Lemnos

19	Name these terms related to the Four Noble Truths of Buddhism. 10 points each.
[10]	The first noble truth is the recognition of the universality of this doctrine, caused by tanha or thirst. 
According to the second noble truth, it holds that all life is suffering. 
	ANSWER:	dukka
[10]	The third noble truth states that suffering and thirst only end with the attainment of this state. 
	ANSWER:	nirvana
[10]	The fourth noble truth says that this system, also called the Eightfold Path, is the means to attain nirvana. 
	ANSWER:	astangika-marga



20	They were known in England as the Plantagenets, after a nickname given to Henry II’s father. 10 points each.
[10]	What is this dynasty, named after a region of France?
	ANSWER:	Angevin [after Anjou]
[10]	The second European Angevin dynasty was founed in 1266 by Charles I of Naples, the brother of this pious 
French king. 
	ANSWER:	St. Louis IX [prompt on “St. Louis”]
[10]	Pope Clement IV named Charles of Anjou king of Naples in return for expelling Manfred and the forces of 
this German dynasty whose members included Frederick Barbarossa. 
	ANSWER:	Hohenstaufen

21	Answer these questions about fiber optics, 10 points each.
[10]	Infrared light can be transmitted through glass fibers via what optical phenomenon?
	ANSWER:	total internal reflection [prompt on partial answers]
[10]	What lanthanide, with atomic number 68, is used to dope fibers and aid in light propagation?
	ANSWER:	Erbium
[10]	The first useful optical fibers were invented in 1970 by researchers at which American company?
	ANSWER:	Corning Glass Works or Corning Incorporated [do not accept “Dow Corning”]

22	It was fought in April 1862 on the west bank of the Tennessee River. 10 points each.
[10]	Name this battle sometimes called Pittsburgh Landing.
	ANSWER:	Shiloh
[10]	The bloodiest fighting at Shiloh was at this sunken road held by Union troops under Prentiss. It got its 
nickname from the sound of bullets whizzing through the trees above the road.
	ANSWER:	Hornet’s Nest
[10]	This Confederate commander at Shiloh was killed in action after leading the last raid through the Peach 
Orchard.
	ANSWER:	Albert Sidney Johnston [accept Sidney Johnston; prompt on “Johnston”]


